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Lead Article Title 
Let’s go rail-trailing! 

 

by Carl Knoch, YCRTA planning committee chairman 

Enriching York County  
communities and countryside  
through the development of a 

 network of public, multi-use trails. 

   2023 Spring & Summer 

(Continued on page 3.) 

 

Ouƞiƫng the area’s best athletes since 1975! 

1511 Mt. Rose Ave.  
York, PA 17403 
(717) 845-2833 

www.flyingfeet.com 

GUNG HO BIKES 
1815 Susquehanna Trail North 
York, PA 17404 
(717) 852-9553 

www.gunghobikes.com 

VISIT THESE TRAIL-FRIENDLY BUSINESSES & THANK THEM FOR SUPPORTING YORK COUNTY RAIL TRAILS!  

So, you’re an avid user of the Heritage Rail Trail County Park. You’ve 
covered all 26 miles north to south, south to north. Had lunch at Seven in 
New Freedom and enjoyed the new AleCraft Brewery near Railroad. You 
know the scenery – winter, spring, summer, and fall. So now you’re ready 
for new rail-trailing adventures! 
 
Did you know that Pennsylvania has 188 completed rail trails and more in 
the works covering more than 2,100 miles? And, some of these other rail 
trails are within an hour’s drive of your home. So let’s load your bike on 
the car or lace up your walking shoes and explore some nearby alternative 
rail trails. 
 
We’ll start in Lancaster County. The 5-mile Conewago Recreation Trail 
occupies the former railbed of the Cornwall & Lebanon Railroad, built in 
1883 to serve the local iron mine and foundry operations. Like the 
Heritage Rail Trail, it has a crushed stone surface. The trailhead is just off 
PA Route 230 about 27 miles from downtown York.  

Lebanon Valley Rail Trail 

The Conewago Trail links 
to the 14-mile Lebanon 
Valley Rail Trail, sharing 
the same historic rail 
corridor. This rail trail 
passes through Colebrook, 
and a side trail connects to 
Mt. Gretna – both 
communities offer eateries. 
A trailhead just off PA 
Route 241 is about 29 
miles from York.  

1 Cherry St..  
Seven Valleys, PA 
17360 
(717) 428-2611 

www.the valleytavern.com 



Project Updates 

 Out with the rails ~ In with the trail. 

 

Hanover Trolley Trail 

A property survey of the 8.5 miles of dormant rail corridor 
purchased in December 2020 to expand the Hanover Trolley 
Trail confirmed varying corridor widths of 35-65 feet, and a 
decision was made to remove the rails in order to accommodate 
the trail. Kovalchick Corp. of Indiana, PA, completed the 
removal of  rails and other track materials by the end of January 
2022, netting a salvage value of $406,000. These funds were 
immediately obligated to serve as required match for state and 
federal grant applications to support trail construction. 

Design and permitting for the trail from Spring Grove to Bair 
was completed in February 2023, and five local construction 
companies participated in a public bidding process in March. 
Kinsley Construction offered the lowest responsible bid to 
construct nearly 1.5 miles of trail from Spring Grove to Martin 
Rd. in Jackson Township. 

Construction is slated to begin in late spring, funded through a 
$700,000 PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources 
(DCNR) Keystone Fund grant and matching funds from 
Memorial Health Fund of the York County Community 
Foundation and American Rescue Funds from York County.  If 
additional funding is secured by July, an additional 0.75 miles of 
trail will be constructed from Martin Rd. to Sunnyside Rd. See 
map below. 

Additional funds received & sought. ~ More trail miles to come. 

In March 2023, YCRTA secured a $1 Million grant from the PA Department of Community and Economic Development’s 
Local Share Program to support trail construction from Spring Grove to Bair.  

In April, spurred by current trail construction costs of approximately $800,000 per mile, focus shifted to the west of Spring 
Grove. Critical funding of nearly $1.4 Million received in 2022 from National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, PA Department 
of Environmental Protection, and York County Conservation District for Oil Creek restoration lead to the submittal of 
grant applications to PA DCNR and the Warehime Foundation.to support possible 2024 trail construction in Heidelberg 
Township. 



 

Heritage Rail Trail County Park 

 

Let’s go rail-trailing! (Continued from page 1.) 

 

Blackbridge Railroad Bridge protective canopy complete. ~ Rail trail reopens. 

Ways you can support this rail trail work 

Annual membership donations to Friends of  YCRTA support the trail-building projects of the York County Rail Trail 
Authority. See back page for information and how to join. Volunteer trail inspector needed to conduct monthly inspections 
of the new 0.3-mile section of Hanover Trolley Trail in Spring Grove and submit a written checklist report. Other volunteer 
opportunities: gardening, serving on committees, assisting with bulk mailings, and digital graphic design. Information at 
(717) 428-0999 or info@yorkcountytrails.org.  

In mid-April, a meeting was held with Norfolk Southern and the Public Utility 
Commission to inspect the new canopy under Blackbridge Railroad Bridge. 
Following the December 2020 closure of the Heritage Rail Trail at this 
location, York County Rail Trail Authority secured a $250,000 PA 
Department of Transportation grant to meet the railroad’s requirement for 
overhead protection. The canopy was accepted, and the Heritage Rail Trail 
County Park is now reopened at this location.  

Join Friends of YCRTA! ~ Become a rail trail volunteer. 

Even closer to York is the 14-mile Northwest Lancaster County River Trail.  This gem starts in Columbia, just 15 miles from 
York, and travels north with spectacular views of the Susquehanna River. You’ll pass through Chickies Rock County Park and 
the 180-foot Point Rock Tunnel. On the way back south from Bainbridge, hop off the trail for refreshments at one of 
Marietta’s eateries.  

Another Lancaster County adventure is the Enola Low Grade Trail. With ample parking, the westernmost trailhead in Manor 
Township is a good choice to start your excursion. The crushed stone-clay surface makes for a smooth and easy ride along 
the east bank of the Susquehanna River to the point where the Safe Harbor Trestle Bridge spans the Conestoga River. The 
trail extends for more than 29 miles to Atglen at the Lancaster/Chester County line. The Manor Township trailhead is about 
20 miles from downtown York.   

Shifting gears, let’s take a look at the Cumberland Valley Rail Trail. The 13.7-mile route roughly follows pathways first used 
by American Indians, the Scotch-Irish settlers in the mid-1700s, and then the former Cumberland Valley Railroad, which 
began service between Harrisburg and Chambersburg in 1837. The trail begins just outside of Newville and ends in  

Enola Low Grade by Mark Kissinger 

Shippensburg. A word of caution: the trail runs through farmland and offers 
little shade. The trailhead near Newville is about 50 miles from York. Little 
known, but one of the coolest trails in the local area, is the Stoney Valley 
Railroad Grade in Dauphin County north of Harrisburg. The trail runs 
through State Game Land #211 for nearly 20 miles past vanished coal 
boomtowns and tourist resorts. There are no services, but there is plenty of 
quietude for those who enjoy a forested reprieve. The trail runs along Stoney 
Creek, which offers an opportunity to fish for wild Brook Trout. The route 
is closed to non-hunting bicyclists and equestrians in hunting season. The 
western trailhead is about 40 miles from downtown York.   

For a list of all of the rail trails in Pennsylvania go to TrailLink.com, the Rails
-to-Trails Conservancy’s rail trail database. Happy rail-trailing! 

Welcome Denise! ~ YCRTA’s Executive Assistant 

Denise Tushingham joined the staff of the York County Rail Trail Authority in May as a 
parttime executive assistant. She is an avid public park enthusiast studying Recreation, 
Park, and Tourism Management at the Pennsylvania  State University. Denise enjoys 
traveling to national parks, running on the Heritage Rail Trail, and anything outdoors.  
She resides in Hanover with husband Dave, three children, and her golden doodle 
running companion, Maple.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS! 
May 4-5  9 PM-9 PM 

                       MAIL COMPLETED FORM with your membership contribution to: YCRTA, Box 335, Seven Valleys, PA 17360. 
 

ON-LINE MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS may be made using PayPal or Credit Card at www.yorkcountytrails.org/donate 

q Student $   10.00  q Supporter $   50.00 

q Individual $   25.00 q Sponsor $  100.00  

q Family $   30.00   

q Organization $ 100.00 q Municipality $  500.00 

q Small Business $ 250.00 q Corporation $1000.00 

    

Name ___________________________________    E-mail address _________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ City, State, and Zipcode__________________________________     

 

 
The York County Rail Trail Authority is organized under the Pennsylvania Municipality Authorities Act of 1945. Contributions are used exclusively for the development of public trails and, as such,  

may be fully tax deductible pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code. Official registration and financial information may be obtained by contacting the Authority at (717)428-0999. 

INDICATE: ____ NEW MEMBER or ____RENEWING MEMBER       

Membership Levels (Check one) 

 

JOIN the JOY! 
  BECOME A FRIEND OF YCRTA 

Your annual membership contribuƟon supports the work of the York County Rail Trail Authority (YCRTA) to build new miles of rail 
trail across York County, PA, and provides these benefits:  

· Trail News, our semi-annual newsleƩer, delivered to your door.   
· NoƟce of special events marking new miles of rail trail. 
· Knowledge of your donaƟon at work each Ɵme you visit a York County rail trail! 


